
Of course, a key factor in realising these initiatives is the promotion of public-private 
partnerships that would facilitate the level of investments and innovation required for 
Guyana to effectively utilise its abundant resources. Moreover, energy efficiency is the 
“low hanging fruit” of climate action and global concerns about climate change and its 
effects necessitates the exploration of innovative and sustainable solutions to our energy 
needs. Minor behavioural changes can lead to improved efficiency, less wastage, and 
significantsignificant reduction in energy consumption and savings of millions of dollars in the 
country’s oil import bill. Energy efficiency will also reduce the need for investment in 
energy infrastructure, improve health and consumer welfare, and increase 
competitiveness.

Going forward, under the National Energy Efficiency Programme, we plan to advance 
initiatives necessary to secure the efficient management of energy and the source of 
energy in the public interest. Strategically, we will endeavour to conduct energy 
assessments/audits,assessments/audits, implement technology and regulations for energy efficient buildings, 
encourage energy-conscious procurement within the public sector, research and develop 
energy efficiency standards and labelling schemes, and promote Energy Management 
Standards. Also, we will continue to promote energy efficient street lighting as well as 
education and awareness on energy related matters.
Therefore, during Energy Month, through the collective effort of our nation, we can 
promotepromote sustainable development through sustainable energy practices and transform 
our Energy sector to enhance energy access and economic development. 

As Minister responsible for Energy, it is my desire that the people of our nation will make 
energy conscious decisions and incorporate energy wise choices in their daily lives. 
I therefore encourage persons to support Energy Month 2016 through participation, 
viewershipviewership and interest in renewable energy, energy efficiency and energy conservation, 
and to take full advantage of all opportunities presented during this month in learning 
what you can do to promote sustainable energy and development in Guyana and 
throughout the Caribbean. I thank you. 

Energy Week is an annual feature, celebrated simultaneously across the 
region by CARICOM Member States. However, this year, CARICOM made 
the decision to move beyond Energy Week and has now labelled the entire 
month of November as “Energy Month”.

Under the theme, “Sustainable Energy for Sustainable Development – SE4SD”, 
the observance of Energy Month 2016 represents the strengthened integration of 
the Caribbean Community as member states strive to address issues such as the Caribbean Community as member states strive to address issues such as 
energy access, energy security and climate change mitigation, and adaptation as 
part of a low carbon approach to development.

There is no doubt that a more sustainable pattern of energy supply and consumption is, 
and will continue to be, a fundamental component for fostering Guyana’s economic 
growth and development; renewable energy and energy efficiency can effectively support 
current and emerging livelihood activities in the Agricultural, Manufacturing, Mining, 
Commerce, and Service sectors.Commerce, and Service sectors.

Guyana is currently in the process of revising its National Energy Policy, along with the 
supporting institutional, legal and investment framework. Therefore, our efforts in 
sustainable development must align with the objectives of providing a stable, reliable, and 
economic supply of energy; reducing dependency on imported fuels; promoting, where 
possible, the increased utilisationof domestic resources; and ensuring energy is used in 
an environmentally sound and sustainable manner. These objectives are also in 
accordanceaccordance with our Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the Paris 
Agreement on Climate Change, as well as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

ThisThis year’s Energy Month is the perfect opportunity to reiterate the charge given by his 
Excellency, President David Granger, for the Government of Guyana to lead the way in 
transitioning towards greater renewable energy use. Over the next five years, this vision 
will see every government building, every exhibition centre, every hospital, and every 
school utilising alternative sources of energy. Consequently, the Government of Guyana 
recently embarked on a programme to empower and support government organisations 
in incorporating energy efficient and renewable energy technologies in their planning.

Meanwhile,Meanwhile, Guyana possesses significant potential for hydroelectric production, solar, 
biomass, and wind and the necessary steps to harness these renewable energy 
potentials are being undertaken. In particular, the energy sector is poised for substantial 
transformation with the development of hydroelectricity, which promises a more reliable, 
cost effective, and renewable form of energy. The sector will also place emphasis on 
delivering electricity to remote riverine villages, while advancing socioeconomic benefits 
through small business development and improved operations at health facilities and 
educational institutions.educational institutions.

Guyana’s development plan – including hydropower, solar, wind, and biomass power – 
encompasses various scales of projects, including micro and pico developments for 
hinterland electrification, medium-sized projects for the national grid, and larger scale 
projects for the export of electricity. 

SupportSupport will also be given to further solar photovoltaic and wind resource development 
across Guyana, using grid-tie and off-grid applications. The development of solar and 
wind farms are currently being considered as viable options for the reduction of Guyana’s 
dependence on fossil fuels for electricity supply and the integration of renewable energy 
in the short to medium term. Of note is the “Green Bartica Initiative” which entails the 
installationinstallation of a 1.5 MW Solar PV Grid connected system. This is in accordance with the 
Government’s plans for Guyana’s first “Green Town” and the proposed wind farm at Hope 
Beach. Options for interconnecting a renewable energy generator to the grid will be 
explored and evaluated as the Ministry works to streamline feed-in mechanisms. 

Further, Guyana will continue to examine opportunities for higher pressure 
bagasse-fuelled cogeneration to augment power generation capacity, where 
feasible,feasible, to cater to higher demand over time. Power generation options, from rice husk 
and wood-waste, will also be reviewed.

With the establishment of the country’s first bioethanol demonstration plant at the Albion 
Estate in Region 6, the E-10 formulation – a blend of 90 percent and 10 percent ethanol 
– offers an opportunity for new commercial scale enterprises that would transform the 
Transport sector and reduce gasoline consumption. 
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